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I see the members  of these various Chambers of Commerce
assembled, the reflection occurs which came to me recently on
another occasion, I cannot exactly analyze the reason, neither
is it material, but I find it difficult to address a number of
those who are so concerned in the future of India, who have
so   much   responsibility in   their individual hands    for   the
development   of   the   prosperity   of    India,  without  asking
them  to   travel with me   for  one moment to higher flights
of imagination to look into the future, to strive to  picture
India as she will be.   I see her not as an India with representa-
tion of different communities, not an India where the Hindu
community shall be striving for its own interest only, or the
Mahomedan  community  attempting  to  obtain  some  special
interest for itself, or the Europeans considering the interests for
the moment of their own community, but an India of all com-
munities, of all classes, in which the Hindu, the Mahomedan, the
European and every other class, race and creed, shall join and
endeavour to make India a great India and to give her a higher
place in the future history of the world, when every man will
be doing his utmost for the country in which he has been born
or his interests are involved, so that all may concentrate their
attention upon the one ultimate goal.   But however divergent
our individual interests may be, the national interests must
be the same, the interests of all communities regarding the
future of the country should be identical and will, I trust, become
identical.   It is looking ahead in India to the obliteration of
those distinctions which necessarily rule at the present moment,
when she shall have worked further along the road to her ultimate
destiny and I trust we shall have harmonious co-operation,
which must inevitably lift India high in her material prosperity
and in her position in the councils of the Empire and the world.

Lord Reading's Reply to the Address of the Ajmer Municipality

on 26th January 1923

Mr. Chairman, and Members of the Municipal Committee
of Ajmer: On behalf of Her Excellency and myself I thank
you warmly for your cordial welcome. We have long looked
forward to visiting your beautiful city and we feel sure that
we shall not be disappointed in the interest and charm which it
has in store for us. As the capital of the last Hindu Empire
in Northern India and as a favourite residence of the Moghal
Emperors in later times, Ajmer has historical associations of